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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Abstract: The ignorance regarding the rural territory and the absence of an effective and available land 
register, where could be strictly defined the ownership of each parcel and its exact location, especially in 
suburban areas where expansion, once, clearly divided into residential, agricultural, and forestry 
occupations, has generated difficult situations to solve regarding the management of natural resources, 
particularly water and land in its various aspects, leading to irreversible loss of natural and architectural 
heritage related to ancient usages. Thus, starting from micro territory, represented here, today, by a 
peri-urban parish – Meadela, in Viana do Castelo, - it is intended to study the issues of ownership over 
time, their characteristics and transformations, identifying problems and developing syntheses in order 
to reconstitute territorial spaces and natural resources, their possession and use. The study aims to 
examine the property, public and private: housing, agriculture and forestry, taking as model unit the 
parish in the long term, determining its characteristics, its uses, and its evolution in practical and legal 
terms, to serve as a motto for the development of similar studies on the north of the country. It is 
intended to cross bibliographic and documentary references to the terrain, systematizing this 
information on maps and databases, especially occurrence of architectural and landscape importance, 
especially based on the register files such as Finance, Land Registry and eventually private documents.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:fabiolafrancopires@gmail.com


Old and New Worlds: the Global Challenges of Rural History | International Conference, Lisbon, ISCTE-IUL, 27-30 January 2016 

 
2 

 

1. Introduction 

This study, as part of my PhD thesis in History “Living, Watering and Farming: the common and 

private property in Lima valley from the 18th to the 20th centuries”1, aims to understand the 

management mechanisms of common and private resources, which in the first case tend to be 

appropriated and a reason for possible conflicts of sharing. Besides “earth”, life around 

“water” could have structured, shaped and organized the Lima valley territory (Ribeira Lima) 

during those centuries taking into consideration some variables such as the type of property in 

its geomorphological and legal attributes, of inheritance and economic exploitation. 

The option for this period wasn’t innocent and has mainly to do with the changes that took 

place in the mid-nineteenth century – the so-called Desamortização – when the municipalities 

common lands were divided into lots among the population of each parish, turning them into 

private, in order to convert wastelands into cultivated ones, wherein water also appears as a 

polyvalent element (Pires, 2015, 121-122). The previous century will serve as current situation, 

and the 20th century as a bridge to the present days, focusing on Estado Novo policies related 

to reforestation, so we can analyze afterwards the changes in agriculture, forestry and family 

dynamics. 

The territory of Lima valley being so extensive2, we had to find a case of study that could serve 

as an observatory and be representative of this particular landscape. The choice fell on the 

village of Meadela, a parish in Viana do Castelo. Some previous research underlines 

differentiating factors, as the tendency of emigration to Gibraltar instead of Brazil, in 

early/mid-nineteenth, and the fact that this was a village once markedly rural and now in 

unceasing transformation, caused by the nearness of the city of Viana do Castelo and working 

as its periphery sleeping room, which causes landscape changes. 

Methodologically, the abundance and plurality of information sources available also justifies 

this choice. As primary sources, we can list the registry for ten years, along the 19th century, of 

Róis de Confessados (Confessed List) and the Epílogo de usos e costumes (Epilog of uses and 

customs) with parallel information on properties from the 17th to the 19th centuries (APM), the 

process of division of the commons in private lots (Parish Council of Meadela), and the 1st 

Hydraulic Section records where we can find the water mills’ lists and records for the 

construction of new norias and aqueducts (ADVC). As contextual references we can find the 

existence of social and demographic studies such as “Meadela: comunidade rural do Alto 

Minho, sociedade e demografia (1593-1850)”, written by Glória Solé (NEPS) which has already 

associated a database for the spoken period, which will be used and expanded in my thesis. 

The systematic survey of the property and water flowing in it (when this information is 

provided) will be the concrete result of this research and will lead to the creation of a historical 

record, model to be transposed into other areas with similar attributes of Northwest Portugal/ 

Lima valley. 

 

                                                           
1 At the Faculty of Arts, University of Porto and integrated in CITCEM, with the guidance of Prof. Inês 
Amorim and Prof. João Carlos Garcia. 
2 Extends, in the Portuguese part, from the mouth of Lima river, in the town of Viana do Castelo, to 
Lindoso (Ponte da Barca municipality), where it enters in Spanish territory, being born in Talariño 
mount, Ourense province.  
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2. Geomorphological Features 

Lima valley territory is guided along the namesake river and consists of scattered villages and 

extensive low altitude cultivated plains lined, on the one hand, by small hills which cater the 

populations living in the valley and, on the other hand, by a river system that includes not only 

the river itself and the products it provides, but also reeds, insuas, salt and other similar 

terrains, being  this reality diametrically opposed to the daily living of a more mountainous 

northwest where villages are grouped in closed clusters, constructing terraces carved into 

hillsides because the fertile land is scarce, alternating vertically between brandas and 

inverneiras. This landscape type extends from the city of Viana do Castelo and Darque, in the 

mouth of the river, to the parish of São Jorge (Arcos de Valdevez) and Vila Nova de Muía 

(Ponte da Barca). From here, Serra da Peneda and Serra Amarela change completely the 

landscape configuration and the agricultural appropriation of these settlements. 

 

 

Figure 1: Meadela landscape near Lima in the first years of 20th century. Glass photo belonging to Luís de 
Amorim de Abreu e Lima 

 

These conditions will also lead to completely different soil exploitations and types of irrigation. 

As in the mountains privilege gravity to make water reach fields and mills, in the valley this 

management has to be made by the use of dams to accumulate water and wells where it is 

extracted, helped by elaborated lifting devices with remote origins which we can find with the 

same familiarity both here and in North Africa or the Middle/Far East, in topographically very 

similar territories. Hence the type of landscape and property instances we can find for this 

Portuguese Northwest sub-region, is considerably different from the Northeast/East ones. 

3. Common and private property 

The types of properties to be studied are divided mainly into two major groups: the common 

and private. Among these there are still some with a hybrid character, such as soutos (groves), 

common terraces of land planted with oaks and chestnut trees. As reported by Alberto 

Sampaio in 1886, “(…) divided into open windrows, it is to the owners that a proportion of the 

wood and fruits of the trees belongs; but the courtyard, as for the passageway, meeting, cattle 

entrance or its exit, belongs to all neighbors. When the tenancies were made, this terrains 
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stayed undoubtedly in the collective use, but were later divided, getting the plots of land 

loose: contemporarily these are disappearing, or being reduced by the enclosure of all or some 

plots.” (Sampaio, 1886 [2], 155). Also hybrid was, in Meadela, the ownership of Insua Cavalar 

(Horsy Insua), located in the middle of the river Lima, in front of the parish, which was divided 

in two parts: the center belonged to Casa de Paredes, Bezerra family primogeniture, whose 

manor house was at a distance of 500m from the river, and “the ends divided by landmarks 

were uncultivated wastelands” (APM, 1819), every year drawn by farmers, from the month of 

August to the end of the autumn, being exclusively exploited by the inhabitants of the parish, 

which there gathered their grooves and fertilizers. 

The common properties could be divided into baldios (wastelands) and maninhos (with a 

similar meaning), the difference lying only in the fact that maninhos are goods that were 

owned by the Crown for the death of man or married woman with no children and no will, not 

having a relative to the 10th degree (Viterbo, 1798, 76). These lands were owned and managed 

by local communities, which is the universe of compartes (residents of one or more parishes or 

parts of them) that according to the customs and traditions are entitled to their enjoyment. 

These are common courtyards to feed the cattle, collecting firewood or bushes, crops and 

other agricultural fruitions: forestry, forest-pastoral and beekeeping3. 

Private properties are located here in greater quantity, and beyond the leiras de lavradio 

(fields), we can find the sortes (lots) that, according to Alberto Sampaio, are the first stage of 

ownership of the lot. Divided and held by the neighbors of a place or parish, which owned it 

together, each of them received their plot or lot, surrounding it with walls and placing 

landmarks, being the bush trench exclusive but the grazing free. When sealing a lot in a 

continuous manner, with stonewalls, it appears the bouça ou devesa, which definitely sets the 

plot as private property. The difference between these two designations seems to be the type 

of sowing: bush in the first case, trees in the second, which are usually oaks, corktrees and 

pine trees (Sampaio, 1886 [2], 154). The devesa seems to be, however, to the 20th century 

farmer of this region, an arable land closer to the farmhouse than a bouça, being the last one 

always composed by uncultivated land. The lot was, in the mid-nineteenth century, when the 

first inhabitants of the parish tenancies were made, always associated with a farmhouse and 

not exactly with an owner, so that when a fire extinguished, and if the couple or person didn’t 

have descendants in the parish, this would be lost and would be in the possession of the parish 

council, unless the heir was willing to come and live in the parish or pay 12.000$000 réis as 

charity for some parish improvements (AJM). This possibility allowed the possession of land by 

owners of other villages and also, economic power overlapping everything else, windrows 

destined to each fire could eventually be purchased and/or inherited by the inhabitants of 

other parishes, losing the initial intention of equality in the distribution and exclusivity to 

natives, as it happened in the beginning with the commons. Another example, the cortinha, 

was closer to the farmhouse than the field (Sampaio, 1886 [1], 24) and usually surrounded by 

walls, being a windrow or part of a field divided into stripes of land, longer than wider, housing 

normally the vegetable yard, orchard, and/or the garden of the house. 

In veigas, extensive cultivated and fertile plains where corn, rye and vines are sown, were 

located in what in the nineteenth century we called agras: a set of fields surrounded by walls 

or ditches and closed by a gate. These fields were ribbons or parallel bands in which the agra 

was divided, limited only by landmarks or gullies, and a common path that only opened or 

                                                           
3 Law no. 68/93 September 4th – Lei dos Baldios, Cap. 1, Art.º 1.  
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closed depending on whether or not there were pending cultures. In rest period, cattle pasture 

there freely. Each field had its owner, but the crop rotation was the same in all, which were 

sown and harvested simultaneously. Some authors believe that this division can be sourced 

from primitive communities that initially would practice a system of collective management of 

these spaces (Sampaio, 1886 [1], 24)4. The truth is that since the Middle Ages and through the 

Inquiries of 1258, the fields are always called as part of certain agras, this one always being 

referred to as “item a windrow at arga of…”). In Meadela, for this period, we find the agras 

(and agrelos) of Salinas, Susão, Jusão, Solhal, etc., always having a reference to all argas that 

were owned by a single owner (usually the King), or a field (or more) in an agra. In the 

municipal postures of Viana do Castelo of 1717, this reference already comes up: “that all 

village residents and thus term as outside that here have their possessions always have them 

closed with walls of seven palm’s (…) or with the better enclosure possible, so cattle cannot 

enter.” (AMVC). 

As for the land on which the dwelling is located, Alberto Sampaio divided it into 3 groups in 

1886 (Sampaio, 1886 [1], 30-31): 

A property, consisting of a house or a house and vegetable yard, and sometimes with a small 
annex field, always being ground floor (“to one side the kitchen along one or two 
compartments with wood floor, a shop and a small pig stable”5), and a shed, if the owner had 
some other industry than agriculture. The culture was almost always horticultural if it was 
small, and with corn and rye if it was bigger; 
 
The eido6, a set of 3 or 4 fields with a house, which does not support a family all year, 
comprises 2 or 3 hectares, this family looking for other occupations in lower labor times. The 
owner always joins another profession to the agriculture activity; 
 
The casal, which the author considers the typical rural house heritage of the buMinho 
province, composed of a house, vegetable yards, fields (dry and irrigated) and bush: its length 
varies from 4 to 25 hectares, being rare those which exceed this surface in all its plots that can 
vary 12-15 for culture and slightly smaller numbers for the bushes. The enclosure walls are 
typically low, only high enough to prevent the entry of animals. The fields can be continuous or 
dispersed (being this last the most common situation), and the house is designed only to be 
the dwelling of the farmer, owner or tenant7; 
 
The farm designates a casal or a few reunited, differing from this because it is not cultivated by 
the owner. In addition to the farming and landlord dwelling buildings, this has a bigger ou 
smaller house for the owner, even when he resides there or not, but does not cultivate his 
lands. The farm can be smaller than the casal only being different in the house or culture. 
Some have many casais grouped and constituting tenancies. Among these we can find the 
manor houses of some ancient noble families. 

                                                           
4 Alberto Sampaio believed that the designation agra had a roman origin (agri, ager), because they were 
probably achievements incorporated in the public domain – ager publicus. 
5 Some houses had only one room that meets all functions. 
6 As the author tells us, this word also means the inner courtyard, also called quinteiro or street. It would 
have been, probably by extension that gave him the meaning of small casal, which tends to disappear 
from the popular language. 
7 In this study area this is not usually true, as in houses with more than one floor, the ground floor was 
designed almost exclusively to wine cellars, wine presses, garners, stables, etc.. 
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Figure 2: Casa do Felgas, in Meadela, a typical place (lugar) with the farm house, the granary, the 

threshing-floor and some agricultural dependencies. Author’s photo, 2014 

 

4. Sources and work methodology 

This historical register would then be the starting point for building the base of a current 

record containing all the necessary information for the knowledge of a property: from their 

spatial location to their owners, allocation and use in the long term. This will allow, as this 

problem has proved difficult to solve, the knowledge of the property and characteristics of the 

territory regarding the location of buildings that many heirs and relatives of former owners are 

completely unaware of because there is no rigorous and reliable means of identification. 

The methodology is based on the intersection of three databases: 

A parish database (SRP) already developed by NEPS for the time lag from 1593 to 1850, which 
is now being corrected and updated to the mid-twentieth century; 

A property database (eventually, with an appended database about housing characteristics); 

And another about landscape occurrences, both developed and in and early stage in 
partnership with Oficina do Mapa (FLUP). 

From this set of information, we intend to understand how these properties are structured in 

the landscape based on the typical organizational trilogy for this region: the house/place8 as 

the “head”, where we can find the family dwelling, and as “appendages” the fields and the 

lots. From this structure and with the help of supporting documents, our aim is to understand 

not only how this scheme shaped the territory within the proposed time period, but also how 

their natural characteristics conditioned its inhabitants and their manners regarding the 

sharing, inheritance and social behaviors associated with land. 

The documentation to be used is vast and very disperse. However, some sources of utmost 

importance should be highlighted, not only for the development of the databases, as for a 

most concrete knowledge of what happened in this territory in the studied period. We should 

highlight the Finance Archive of Viana do Castelo (AFVC), whose first registration is available 

only from 1937, because, a few years earlier, a fire unfortunately destroyed the oldest 

documentation. In parallel, in the minutes of the parish council of Meadela, stored on the 

parish council archives, there is a book from 1867 that has registered the entire process of 

                                                           
8 The place is the term used in this region to designate the space where the family home is located and 
which contains usually all agricultural attachments, orchards, vegetable yards, granaries, etc.. Not to be 
confused with place within the meaning of smaller territory inside a parish. 
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division and distribution of the parish hills, that let us know, in addition to the legal procedures 

of this action, how they were managed later, all owners who acquired lots of 1st and 2nd class 

and their names. Although, the guarda-rios notebooks of 1940, and the license applications 

and offenses from the 1st Hydraulic Section of Viana do Castelo (ADVC) are central to the 

association of water resources at this base. 

The third source that complements all this are the Confessed Lists that still exist in Meadela for 

the years 1835, 1842, 1846, 1854, 1864, 1867 (precisely the year that the first lots were 

distributed), 1880 (one year before another distribution of lots), 1884, 1888 and 1895. This 

record has the advantage of being able to place us in a very precise time and space, as it is 

done by place and number of house. As the last entry is 1895, we can still relate these families 

with those appearing in the Finance records in 1937. This way, we can have a faithful 

panorama of house occupations from the early 19th century (1835) to the beginning of the 20th 

(easily continued to the present day). 

Through the owners names, and crossing this information with the parish database and, if 

necessary, with some wills available for the 19th century, we will have not only a geographical 

but also a territorial overview on how these buildings, land and water resources were 

organized in space, but also what conditioned this organization: a kind of family radiography 

where we realize what paths and options guided the succession in the house and out of it, as 

for religious purposes, emigration, or even building a new family home. The cartography, 

photography and even video will complement the information gathered on this bases and help 

draw some conclusion about the evolution of places and their relationship with buildings and 

people, being the majority, in the case of photography, of a transitional period between the 

end of the 19th century and early/mid-twentieth century, and in the case of cartography, a 

longer period, the 18th century to the present day, with greater detail and scale from the mid-

nineteenth forward. 

5. Practical examples of a parish landscape reconstruction (Portuzelo) 

Initially, to test the effectiveness of this method in a smaller area and therefore easier to 

control we selected one of the parish places to start this reconstruction. Throughout the 19th 

century, in the Confessed Lists, priests changed the places names, differentiating or including, 

creating some and extinguishing others, we concluded that the only one to which this did not 

happen was Portuzelo, in the East boundary with the parish of Santa Marta de Portuzelo and 

on the North side with Perre, increasing from 21 houses in 1835 to 979 in 1937, according to 

the Finance records, being 6 of these 97 house-mills, a very special feature of this particular 

place situated along a tributary of Lima, where the implementation of water mills (and until 

the early 20th century wind mills) is considerable counting today with 11. For this study we also 

considered some sites in the place of Portuzelo called Veiga de Paredes, Arcas e Ventela. 

Through the analysis of the database we can come to the conclusion that, in 1937, between 

the 97 houses registered in this place and their respective sites 32% had only the ground floor 

(31), 62% were first floor (60) and only 6% had these two floors plus an attic (6), relying, on 

                                                           
9 This already excludes municipal records, which refer to mills, factories, schools, etc.., relying homes 
and home-mills. 
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average, areas for the ground floors of 67m2, for first floors of 101m2 and the 2 floors plus attic 

of 123m2.10 

The number of openings on the ground floor ranged from 1 to 9, on the 1st floor from 3 to 20, 

and on the attic from 1 to 5, making the house with more openings 26 (in this case, a 1st floor), 

and with only one less (naturally, ground floor), not differentiating between windows or doors. 

The compartments ranged, on ground floor from 1 to 6, on the 1st floor from 1 to 10, and on 

the attic fro 1 to 4, counting the house with more divisions 16 (being a two floors plus attic), 

and with only one less, their respective roles not being set, but we can count among them with 

housing functions (kitchen, living room and bedrooms), and farming functions, which were 

usually located on the ground floor (mills, wineries, stables, garners, etc.). When these 

functions were separated from the house, they were registered in the records as independent 

bodies, all kinds of them coming up, from buildings with very specific functions of production 

and storage as granaries, bread ovens, mills, wineries, pig and horse stables; to outdoor spaces 

such as vegetable yards, vineyards and gardens, as well as spaces with the most varied 

assignments: terrain, terraces, yards, backyards, threshing floors, balconies and threshing 

balconies to closed or semi-closed spaces for storage of agricultural products, machinery and 

even people such as porches, sheds, outhouses, garages, warehouses, servant houses and 

storage houses, and even leisure facilities such as gazebos. 

It is also curious to note that only 9 in 97 houses (approximately 11% of the total) are 

fractional ownerships, and all others belonged to only one owner. In all cases, the division is 

only between two owners, and mostly in unequal installments (only 4 in equal installments). 

From those who were divided, only 4 are ground floors, and the remaining 1st floors. Between 

the ground floors only one was divided equally, seeming that the size itself was not the cause 

for division. 

 

 

Figure 3: Casa do Carvalho. Author’s photo, 2012 

                                                           
10 With higher and lower areas appear, respectively, the ground floors with 106,72m2 and 34,5m2; the 
first floors with 236,63m2 and 37,26m2; and the two floors plus attic with 196,89m2 and 57,66m2. 



Old and New Worlds: the Global Challenges of Rural History | International Conference, Lisbon, ISCTE-IUL, 27-30 January 2016 

 
9 

 

An example of one of the houses identified on the field from crossing the databases, which we 

can follow the entire journey from 1835 to 1937 is the one known as Casa do Carvalho, also 

naming the square in front of it, that once served to spread the bushed crops. It belonged, in 

1835 to Manuel Gonçalves Carvalho and wife Victoria Antunes Parente, remaining so until 

1867, when it passed on to his son José Gonçalves de Carvalho who acquired, in 1879, a 1st 

class lot with the number 100. In 1884, with his death, his son José Gonçalves de Carvalho Jr. 

succeeded him, and already in 1937 we find as the owner his son José Cândido Gonçalves de 

Carvalho. This last also owned, in addition to the house, that was that previous mentioned as 

having the largest number of openings and a considerable of divions, two granaries and an 

outhouse, plus a ground floor house and a mill. Identifying all these houses will later help us to 

establish a route through the registration of Confessed Lists, fill in the remaining gaps and 

understand the priest registration logic for each year. 

 

 

Figure 4: Casa e moinho do Lages (in the middle). We can see the mill with only one floor and the house 

behind. João de Almeida, “Minho Pittoresco”, 1886 
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Figure 5: Casa e moinho do Lages nowadays. The mil now has two floors and the house increased its 

dimension. Author’s photo, 2012 

 

Another interesting case that we can give as an example of the effectiveness of crossing this 

documentation is the Casa do Lages, which has varied documents and photographic records, 

thus making it possible to establish an evolution not only in the construction itself, but also in 

the lives of their owners. The first registration dates from 1886, when the illustrator João de 

Almeida immortalized it in the first volume of “Minho Pittoresco”: in this phase, we can see 

that the mill has only one floor and the house develops perpendicularly to it, with the access 

made through a courtyard, as happens now. We do not know, at this point, who is its owner 

because there is only direct reference to it 13 years later, in 1899, when João Soares 

Rodrigues, along with the owner of the Magras Mill, complain about two neighbors for 

changing the milldam upstream to them. In this passage, we realize that he is not only the 

owner of the mill but also of the “water-mills and saw-mill of João Lopes” (ADVC, 1899) not 

knowing if this last was also a former owner whose name lasted for posterity. However, 

through the Confessed List in intersection with the parish records, we noticed that the father 

of João Soares Rodrigues, José Soares Rodrigues, was referred as miller in 1862 in the baptism 

of his son, residing in Portuzelo at least since 1854, suggesting it was in the said house-mill and 

probably being his owner when the draw of “Minho Pittoresco” was made. By following the 

trail of this family again through the Confessed List, we realize that between 1835-1846, José 

Soares Rodrigues lived with his father Manuel Soares Rodrigues, and later also with his 

stepmother Tomásia Fernandes Madaleno, in the place of Costa, parish of Meadela, both have 

moved to Portuzelo in 1854 or before, to two different neighboring houses. We interestingly 

realize that in 1853, the same José Soares Rodrigues makes a loan, mortgaging “their place and 

tower houses in the place of Portuzelo” (ADVC, 1853), and this does not seem to be the same 
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house if we look at the confrontations’ description. Three generations later this house-mill is 

still in the same family, having worked as milling until the late 20th century. 

It should also be taken into account in this analysis that in Meadela existed a local marital 

system important to the study of family property: the Câmbia or Camba, being this practice 

the accomplishment of double or triple weddings simultaneously, involving exchanges 

between families (Solé, 2001, 138-143; Serra, 1996, 96). Manuel Serra, in his study of this 

institution, detected between 1600 and 1662 six cases, and Maria Glória Solé, between 1616 

and 1835 seventeen between siblings of different sexes, ten sibling of the same sex and four 

cousins and brothers, one of whom triple (where a son and two daughters of a couple married 

with a daughter and two sons of another). They also detected two cases of four marriages of 

brothers who married simultaneously with children of different couples but related to each 

other, in this case cousins. Maria Glória Solé said that these practices “(…) may be related to 

the so-called exchange of women, based on the reciprocity of the donation and the need for 

alliance between families, alliance which could be linked to economic reasons but also 

understood as a form of strengthening the body spirit in a parish understood as a 

community.”. On the other hand, the egalitarian system of inheritance practiced in Alto Minho 

seems to have favored this type of marriage, in part to avoid dispersion of fields, thus ensuring 

the integrity of the house.” (Solé, 2001, 142). 

It is therefore interesting to note that the type of household that surpasses all others, in 1895, 

in number, is the one with only the “couple + children” with 66,2% of cases, followed by 10,3% 

for the group “couple + children + mother/father in law”; 8,8% for “Widow or Single + 

Children”; 5,8% “Single(s)”; 4,4% of “old couple + new couple”, and with only one case each, 

1,5% “couple + children + grandchildren”, “couple + brothers” and “several members”. 

A good example of Cambia practice is what we found in a series of three wills in the same 

family in the place of Portuzelo, whose household was composed in 1827 (ADVC, 1827) of 

grandparents Faustina Parente and António Fernandes Moreno, the daughter-in-law of both, 

Maria Rosa Gonçalves de Amorim, widow of one of their 8 children, Manuel Fernandes 

Moreno, who died in 1825, and grandchildren João, António, Pedro e Domingos, the couple’s 

children. We find, in the first common hand testament between the grandparents, dated 1827 

(having António Fernandes Moreno died 3 years later), the equal sharing of the third (terço) 

available for the daughter-in-law of both (on the condition she remained a widow in the 

house), and the grandson João if he married according to the desire of his grandparents or 

mother (if these were already died), with the obligation, in both cases, to remain in the house. 

Maria Rosa Gonçalves de Amorim, feeling ill, leaves her last will, four years after the death of 

her father-in-law, in which she keeps the will of her in-laws, leaving the third available to her 

son João, again on the condition he marries in the house according to the interests of his 

grandmother, if still alive, and reversing the third for any of his brothers who wanted to stay in 

the house if João did not obey (ADVC, 1843). 

Another even more striking example of the regulation of passage and maintenance of the 

property are the wedding dowries we will find among families of some possessions in the 

parish, and especially in this place of Portuzelo as Francisco Dias Felgueiras, from Meadela, the 

groom’s father, did with Apolónia Afonso Madaleno, daughter of Henrique Afonso, from the 

neighbor parish of Perre, who “they set and hired the house to their son Manuel Dias 

Felgueiras (…) [and] the half of all the movables and then acquired possessions as soon as they 

are received and the other half for their deaths…”, also getting the bride to have the obligation 

to stay, if she becomes a widow, “in her in-laws company for them to marry her, if she wants, 
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with whom they want and the dowry that they will give her to the wedding must remain in 

their house, in case of not having children”; on the other hand, the bride’s parents “also gave 

to the bride their daughter to help on the matrimony charges, a field in the field of Poupeira, 

Perre parish of this term (…) whose dowry they did to her and they wanted her to take 

possession of the lot as soon as received are with the condition of not force them to do an 

inventory on the death of the first, and only on the death of the latter they’ll split the goods if 

they want, and only then they shall come to the lot to take the third part of it and pay the 

improvements that they have made…” (ADVC, 1797). 

6. Conclusions and further research 

Through this short essay done in the place of Portuzelo, which will serve as a starting point for 

its continuation in the rest of the parish and subsequent application to others, it was possible 

to draw some conclusions. 

Through the analysis of Finance registers to the early twentieth century (1937) we have access 

to a range of information that allows us to characterize the type of existing buildings at this 

time and some of its peculiarities. It can be said that the most common housing type would be 

the “1st floor house”, counting with more than a half of cases. If to this we add the “two floors 

plus attic house”, considering that the later are, in constructive terms and in most cases and 

addition of small size made at later stages of their design, we can realize that about 70% of 

cases may be included in this typology. With regard to the “ground floor houses” it should be 

made a more detailed analysis at a later stage of the investigation, which will include trying to 

figure out if they were actually houses or had another function, since some of them were very 

small (from 30 to 40m2) and had only one span.  

It is important to consider that the vast majority of them had, in addition to the housing itself, 

one or more agricultural attachments, allowing us to realize the great importance that 

agriculture had for this population. In terms of total area variations are huge, which will have 

to be clarified, as stated before, as for their everyday use as housing or not, what could mean 

very substantial differences in social and economic terms between families. It is also important 

to tell if these dwellings are owned or leased, and in the ones that work as houses and mills in 

the same building, we will try to understand if the profession of the owners is in line with this 

function, and over the years, if the successors take this job and use these spaces, or if they 

simply end up becoming useless. 

In terms of fractionation, we find that the vast majority belong to only one owner, which 

corroborates the idea that the house had a indivisible character, and only one of the 

descendants would heir the property instead of what will happen with the rustic part where 

the division in multiple parcels is done until being almost impracticable. As Fátima Brandão 

states about Vieira do Minho, “The social position of individuals was largely determined by 

family strategies. Hence the priority given to maintaining the unity of the house by choosing a 

primary heir. About the later it was said that he should marry in the house, continuing a kind 

of trunk family system.” (Brandão, 1994). As for household composition, which has to be 

evaluated for other dates, the findings are consistent with what we got for Portuzelo with 

previous studies in other parts of the region: predominance of a couple who will succeed in the 

house, forcing the remaining brothers to follow one of three ways: migration, religious life or 

new housing construction. 
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In most of the studied cases it was possible to relate the home/family with their lot allocated 

in 1867 and/or 1879, this yet to be identified in the field, which is intended to be made in the 

next phase. Also at later stages, our objective is to join to the database a range of graphics and 

text that could illustrate and complement some of the families with more complete 

information on their route and the route of their properties and farm house, such as 

photographs, paintings and any another additional information. Another aspect to explore, 

and as seen above, is also the accounting and analysis of Cambia marriages, which are of great 

importance in maintaining a property in the same family. 

As for reconstruction during the 19th century, with the help of Confessors List, of the 

aggregates that have emerged and who succeed them, as well as its location proved to be 

easily understood when crossed with information such as parish registers, wills, and even 

Finance registers, although more recent in time. Some of them may never be identified due to 

lack of information or difficulty in crossing, but most will serve to give us a very reliable 

overview at a later conjunction with other documents related to roads and common and 

ecclesiastical properties, as would be the spaces and uses of that place almost two centuries 

before us. 
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